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TJie  Province  of  New  Brunswick  was  formerly  compre- 
hended within  the  Dioecse  of  Nova  Scotia,  hut  was  erected  into 
an  Independent  See  in  the  year  1845,  and  the  Right  Reverend 
John  Medley,  D.D.  consecrated  to  he  its  first  Bishop, 

New  Brunswick  contains  an  area  of  26,000  square  miles, 
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NOTES 


OF 


A    VISITATION    TOUR 


IN  1846. 


On  June  2oth,  1  left  Fredericton  at  an  early  hour, 
and  reached  St.  Andrew's  (about  seventy-five  miles) 
in  the  evening.  I  remained  in  the  neighbourhood 
for  a  few  weeks,  (being  kindly  received  by  Dr.  Alley,) 
in  order  to  visit  the  neighbouring  parishes  and  mis^ 
sions.  Whilst  there,  I  consecrated  the  little  chapel 
at  Chamcook,  three  miles  from  the  town,  which  has 
been  built  by  the  exertions  of  the  missionary,  the 
subscriptions  of  the  inhabitants  and  others,  and  the 
liberal  aid  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  who  reside  on 
the  spot,  and  take  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  con- 
cerns the  Church  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  build- 
ing is  of  stone,  and  the  seats  are  all  free.  The  Holy 
Communion  was  administered,  as  is  my  invariable 
custom  on  such  occasions.    The  chapel  is  beautifully 
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situated,  on  a  piece  of  ground  beneath  a  high  wooded 
liill,  overlooking  one  of  the  numerous  creeks  with 
which  that  part  of  the  coast  abounds.  The  people 
were  very  orderly  and  attentive.  Service  is  per- 
formed once  every  Sunday,  in  the  riiorning,  and  at 
a  more  distant  station  in  the  afternoon. 

July  ISth. — I  left  St.  Andrew's  for  St.  Stephen's, 
in  the  steam-boat  which  plies  up  the  river  Sendiac,  or 
St.  Croix  ;  and  the  next  day  I  preached,  adminis- 
tered the  Holy  Communion,  to  (I  think)  between 
fifty  and  sixty  persons,  and  confirmed  one,  a  confir- 
mation having  been  held  there  the  preceding  year. 
In  the  afternoon  I  preached  again  at  St.  James's, 
seven  miles  distant,  and  visited  a  sick  person. 

The  next  Sunday y  the  26th,  I  preached  at  St. 
David's  church  in  the  morning,  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  at  St.  Patrick's,  which  is  fifteen  miles  dis- 
tant, part  of  the  way  through  an  unusually  bad  road. 
Generally  speaking,  the  roads  in  the  province  are 
better  than  the  English  country  cross-roads,  and 
some  of  them  are  equal  to  any  turnpike  roads  in 
England.      "        " 

Both  St.  David's  and  St.  Patrick's  churches  are 
beautifully  situated  on  hills,  the  former  overlooking 
a  wooded  island,  surrounded  by  the  rivers  St.  Croix 
and  Diduegnash  ;  the  latter  on  a  high  wooded  knoll, 
with  a  most  picturesque  prospect.  The  people  at 
■St.  Patrick's  were  very  desirous  of  having  a  mis- 
sionary for  themselves,  and  they  require  it  as  much 
'as  any  persons  in  the  province.  Their  settlement  is 
Clearly  twenty  miles  from  any  town,  and  is  large  and 
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increasing. 


They  were  not  prepared  to  do  much  for 
the  support  of  a  clergyman,  so  that  I  was  compelled 
to  depart  without  accomplishing  the  object  of  my 
visitation  to  them.  As,  however,  they  attended  the 
church  in  great  numbers,  some  having  come  twelve 
mile&j  I  hope  that  matters  may  be  arranged.  * 

The  whole  of  this  mission,  including  six  churches, 
and  being  more  than  thirty  miles  in  length,  is  at 
present  under  the  care  of  one  missionary.  Dr.  S. 
Thompson.  Since  his  return  from  England,  himself 
and  his  curate,  the  Rev.  H.  Tippett,  undertake  to 
serve  five  churches  every  Sunday,  each  taking  three 
full  services.  St.  Patrick's  has  only  been  served  once 
a  month.  The  Dissenters  in  this  mission  are  very 
numerous,  and  owing  to  its  contiguity  to  the  United 
States  borderers,  and  the  multitude  of  conflicting  sectSj 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  steady  congregations  is  very 
great.  Added  to  which,  in  the  remote  country  dis- 
tricts, it  is  difficult  to  sustain  a  good  Sunday-school, 
and  the  ordinary  religiou-?  teaching  in  the  province 
is  lamentably  deficient.  There  is  also  a  great  want 
of  good  books. 

Whilst  I  was  staying  at  St.  Andrew*b,  I  attended  a 
treat,  annually  given  to  the  Sunday-school  children 
connected  with  the  Church,  of  whom  about  100  were 
present.  It  was  conducted  much  after  the  English' 
manner,  (except  that  none  of  the  parents  were  pre-' 
sent,)  and  seemed  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction;- 
During  my  visit  to  this  place,  I  had  the  gratification 
of  receiving  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  England,- 
reminding  me  that,  about  thirty  years  ago,  I  had' 
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taught  him  and  others  in  a  Sunday-school,  and  ac' 
knowledging  the  obligation  he  felt  for  such  instruc- 
tion. I  need  hardly  say,  that  I  had  entirely  forgotten 
the  circumstance.  I  only  mention  it,  to  show  how 
ready  we  should  all  be  to  do  the  smallest  acts  of  love 
to  our  fellow  Christians,  and  how  certain  we  may  be 
that  the  seed  "  cast  upon  the  waters"  shall  not  be 
suffered  to  lie  wholly  waste.  .     • 

On  3Iondayy  July  21th,  I  left  St.  Patrick's  for 
Pennfield,  a  parish  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  G.  Thomp- 
son, an  old  missionary  of  the  Society,  and  confirmed 
twenty-five  persons,  one  of  them  an  old  man  of 
seventy,  who  had  once  before  presented  himself  for 
confirmation,  but  had  been  prevented  from  receiv- 
ing it  by  an  accident.  I  proceeded  on  my  journey 
that  night,  and  the  next  day  confirmed  fifteen  young 
persons  at  Musquash,  an  old  mission  revived.  I 
also  administered  the  Holy  Communion. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  the  province,  I  found 
the  church  in  this  parish  deserted,  and  no  mis- 
sionary visits  paid  there.  The  settlement  is  large  and 
flourishing.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  good  has  arisen 
from  the  revival  of  the  mission.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Robertson,  ordained  by  me,  having  been  educated  in 
Windsor  College,  Nova  Scotia,  was  very  kindly  re- 
ceived by  the  people.  Appreciating  his  activity  and 
diligence,  they  speedily  commenced  and  completed 
a  parsonage-house;  and  two  additional  churches,  one 
within  three  miles  of  St.  John,  and  one  in  an  oppo- 
site direction,  several  miles  distant,  at  a  settlement 
called  Differ  Harbour,  have  been  commenced,  and 
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the  former  is  nearly  ready  for  consecration.  The 
people  have  also  liberally  subscribed  towards  his 
maintenance.  He  receives  only  25/.  a  year  from  the 
Society,  the  rest  is  made  up  by  the  people  and  the 
Church  Society  of  the  Province.  Thus,  a  district 
of  twenty>two  miles  in  length,  is  brought  within  the 
teaching  and  privileges  of  the  Church  of  England. 

From  Musquash  I  proceeded  to  St.  John,  where  I 
was  met  by  several  of  the  clergy,  who  accompanied 
me  the  next  day  to  Carleton,  the  mission  of  the  Rev. 
F.  Coster,  where  I  held  an  evening  confirmation  for 
the  convenience  of  the  poorer  classes  ;  baptized, 
after  the  secorid  lesson,  two  adults,  confirmed  forty- 
six  persons,  and  received  into  our  communion  a 
convert  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  who  was  recom- 
mended to  me  as  a  sincere  and  intelligent  person. 
I  can  safely  say  that  no  efforts  were  made  to  prose- 
lytize ;  and  that  a  considerable  sacrifice  on  her  part 
was  made  in  joining  our  branch  of  the  Church 
Catholic.  She  appeared  fully  to  understand  the 
points  on  which  we  agree  with  the  Church  of 
Home,  as  well  as  those  on  which  we  differ,  and,  as 
far  as  I  could  discover,  showed  no  unchristian  bit- 
terness of  feeling.  The  next  day  I  returned  to 
Fredericton,  and  again,  on  August  4th,  I  set  out  on 
my  visitation  of  the  north  and  eastern  part  of  the 
province.  Having  travelled  thirty -eight  miles, 
chiefly  through  the  woods,  I  reached  Boies  Town, 
where  I  was  met  by  the  Rev.  S.  Bacon,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Hudson,  the  travelling  missionary  of  a  large 
district,  in  length  ninety  miles.      There  being  no 
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chiircli  in  the  place,  I  held  an  evening  service  in 
the  school-house,  and  preached.  The  next  day  we 
set  out  at  seven  for  Ludlow,  fourteen  miles,  where 
I  consecrated  a  burial-ground  ;  and,  as  the  heat  was 
very  great,  was  obliged  to  ride  in  niy  robes  in  a 
common  waggon  to  the  place  where  confirmation 
was  to  be  held.  This  was  nothing  more  than  an 
open  barn,  where,  however,  a  congregation  had 
assembled  ;  and  before  a  rough  table  thirteen  per- 
sons, several  of  them  of  mature  age,  knelt  down 
with  great  apparent  devotion  to  receive  the  solemn 
blessing  of  the  Church  of  God.  I  addressed  them 
afterwards  at  some  length,  and  took  occasion  to 
point  out  to  them  the  advantages  of  a  more  settled 
and  orderly  place  of  worship.  Their  poverty  has 
hitherto  been  their  hindrance  to  the  execution  of 
my  wish.  They  presented  me  with  an  address, 
fiigned  by  (I  think)  one  hundred  and  thirteen  per- 
sons, couched  in  earnest  and  affectionate  language, 
expressive  of  their  sense  of  the  value  of  Churcll 
ordinances.  At  present,  however,  Mr.  Hudson  is 
only  able  to  devote  to  them  one  Sunday  in  a  month. 
No  place,  I  confess,  struck  me  as  more  lonely  than 
this,  or  more  needing  the  care  of  one  who  would 
rather  leave  the  ninety  and  nine,  than  lose  one  stray 
sheep  in  the  wilderness.  From  this  place  we  jour- 
neyed on  thirty  miles  to  Blackville,  and  reached  it 
at  half-past  five,  and  soon  had  a  full  congregation  in 
a  very  neat  little  church.  I  there  confirmed  twenty- 
nine  young  persons;  addressed  them  on  the  usual 
topics ;  replied  to  an  address  presented  to  me  5  and 
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consecrated  the  burial-ground.  After  service  we 
repaired  to  tlic  inn,  where  I  had  some  conversation 
with  the  members  of  the  flock.  We  then  proceeded 
fifteen  miles  further,  and  needed  no  cradle  to  rock 
us  to  sleep.  Next  morning,  at  eleven,  we  had  ser- 
vice in  an  unfinished  cliurch,  furnished  with  a 
spacious  chancel,  and  an  open  roof,  by  the  exertions 
of  Mr.  Hudson,  and  the  liberality  of  his  friends  and 
neighbours.  The  cliurcli  was  quite  full,  though  the 
moi'iiing  was  stormy,  a  large  party  having  come  to 
meet  me  from  Mirimichi.  I  preaclied  to  them  from 
Acts  ii.  42.  I  did  not  hold  a  confirmation,  as  Mr. 
Hudson  wished  that  his  church  should  first  be  com- 
pleted. In  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  some 
esteemed  members  of  Mr.  Bacon's  flock,  we  reached 
Mirimichi.  Having  received,  on  Saturday,  a  visit 
from  the  Church  Corporation,  on  Sunday  I  confirmed 
eighty-one  persons  in  St.  Paul's  church,  and  ad- 
•dressed  them  from  the  pulpit,  on  various  topics 
connected  with  their  growth  in  grace.  The  congre- 
gation was  very  full  and  attentive.  In  the  evening 
I  preached  again  to  an  overflowing  congregation, 
(among  whom  were  many  dissenters,)  on  the  text, 
'**If  any  man  speak,  let  him  speak  as  the  oracles  of 
God.'*  The  next  day  Mr.  Bacon  accompanied  me 
to  Bathurst,  forty-seven  miles.  The  day  following 
I  confirmed  thirty-two  persons,  and  addressed  them 
especially  on  the  practical  duties  of  a  holy  life. 
After  church  a  gentleman  of  the  Scotch  Kirk, 
named  Ferguson,  very  politely  offered  me  the  use 
of  his  carriage,  and  accompanied  me  in  it  all  round 
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the  beautiful  harbour  of  Bathurst,  pointing  out  the 
most  agreeable  views.  He  also  showed  me  his 
farm,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  On  the  same  day  I  received  an  address 
from  the  vestry,  which  was  couched  in  kind  and 
respectful  terms.  The  next  day  we  drove  in  com- 
pany with  the  newly-appointed  missionary,  Mr. 
Disbrow,  to  New  Bandon,  an  interesting  settlement 
of  north-country  Irish,  many  of  them  strongly 
attached  to  the  Church.  The  little  building  was 
crowded  to  excess,  though  it  was  the  harvest  season. 
I  confirmed  sixteen,  and  administered  the  Lord's 
Supper  to  fifty,  including  ourselves.  I  was  much 
struck  with  the  simplicity  and  earnestness  of  these 
people ;  and  their  devotion  at  the  communion  was 
remarkable.  They  expressed  an  earnest  wish  to  see 
tne  soon  again. 

The  next  day,  Thursday,  we  set  out  for  Dalhousie, 
the  most  northerly  point  of  my  tour,  distant  fifty- 
four  miles.  Thither  we  were  conveyed  by  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  J.  Cunard  and  other  gentlemen, 
(as,  indeed,  all  the  way  from  Boies  Town,)  free  of 
expense.  The  road  led  through  several  fine  settle- 
ments, (many  of  them  French,)  along  the  banks  of 
the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  a  magnificent  sheet  of  water, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  long  by  from  twenty 
to  thirty  wide,  with  the  mountainous  coast  of  Gasp6 
and  Bonaventure  in  Lower  Canada  on  the  other  side. 
The  weather  was  fine,  and  the  whole  ride  most 
exhilarating  ;  the  road,  moreover,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  province.     Dalhousie,  from  its  distance,  had 
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not  been  visited  by  any  Bishop,  except  on  one  pre- 
vious occasion  by  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  and  had 
scarcely  ever  been  visited  by  a  clergyman  of  our 
Church.  There  were  formerly  many  members  of 
our  communion  there,  most  of  whom,  however, 
have  left  us,  and  have  joined  the  Presbyterians, 
who  are  the  prevailing  body.  The  few  remaining 
Churchmen  received  me  cordially,  and  we  were  hos- 
pitably entertained  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Barberie, 
one  of  the  members  for  the  county.  The  next  day 
I  went  to  see  Campbell  Town,  a  flourishing  village, 
near  to  which  is  a  church  glebe  ;  and  went  on  eight 
miles  further  to  view  the  enchanting  scenery  with 
which  this  neighbourhood  abounds.  The  Restigouche, 
which  flows  into  the  interior  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  is  at  its  mouth  three  miles  wide,  and  for 
twenty  miles  has  a  width  of  from  three  to  five 
miles,  with  hills  of  from  one  thousand  to  one  thousand 
two  ..undred  feet,  wooded  to  the  very  top,  rising 
from  its  banks.  The  farmers  here  are  of  industrious 
and  active  habits,  many  of  them  Highlanders.  In 
the  evening,  after  travelling  forty-eight  miles,  we 
had  a  service  in  the  Court-house,  there  being  no 
church,  and  I  confirmed  six  persons,  and  admin- 
istered the  Lord's  Supper  to  ten,  one  of  whom  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  receiving  it  from  a  clergyman 
of  our  Church  for  seventeen  years.  Nothing  but 
necessity  would,  of  course,  induce  me  to  perform  this 
most  holy  rite  in  such  places ;  but  we  must  hope 
that  He  who  requireth  "  mercy  and  not  sacrifice," 
will  accept  what  was  the  only  available  means  for 
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comforting  and  sustaining  the  hearts  of  his  destitute 
and  scattered  flock.  The  next  day,  before  I  left 
them,  they  placed  in  my  hands  a  guarantee  for  £50 
a  year,  for  two  years  certain,  towards  the  support  of 
a  clergyman,  in  case  I  could  send  them  one,  which  I 
fully  intended  to  do  immediately  ;  but  unfortunately, 
on  my  return  home,  the  illness  of  the  esteemed 
and  laborious  missionary  at  Portland,  the  Rev.  Wi 
Harrison,  demanded  the  assistance  of  the  young 
clergyman  on  whose  services  I  had  reckoned.  ■■■■-  * 
Our  brethren  in  England  can  hardly  understand 
the  desolation  of  spirit  that  must  be  felt  by  those 
who  have  been  induced  by  a  desire  of  bettering  their 
worldly  circumstances  to  plunge  into  the  wilderness, 
and  find  themselves  reduced  to  the  sad  alternative  of 
forsaking  the  communion  of  their  fathers  for  a  less 
perfect  faith,  or  of  seeing  their  children  grow  up 
unbaptized,  uneducated,  uncared  for,  and  even  un- 
buried  by  a  pastor  of  their  own  Church.  How 
rapidly,  under  such  circumstances,  do  good  impres- 
sions fade  away  ;  and  the  heart  becomes  thoroughly 
worldly  and  thoroughly  callous!  For  good  books 
there  are  few  or  none,  except  such  as  the  settler  has 
brought  out  with  him.  There  is  no  association  of 
the  frequent  summons  to  a  common  house  of  prayer; 
the  unwearied  offices  of  mercy;  the  soothing,  tran- 
quillizing, yet  awakening  services  of  the  Church. 
Money ! — get  money ! — is  the  only  sound  that  vibrates 
in  bis  ears  all  the  year  round;  and  for  my  part 
I  know  not  whether  the  polluting  worship  of  idok 
is  much  worse  than  this   cold,   selfish,   deadening 
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htheism,  which  freezes  up  the  heart  against  all  the 
holier  and  more  vivid  impressions.  As  to  any  thing 
like  a  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  the  Creed,  that  of 
course  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  well  if  the 
settler  escape  the  gross  profligacy,  and  still  baser 
cunning  and  fraud,  which  are  ever  found  where 
**  the  strong  man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  and  his 
goods  are  in  peace."  It  is  observable  also  that 
where  some  good  impressions  remain,  the  mind, 
irritated  by  a  sense  of  neglect,  easily  resigns  itself 
to  the  objections  which  are  commonly  made  by  dif- 
ferent parties  against  our  Church.  It  is  felt  not  to 
be  a  reality ;  it  loses  all  power  over  the  minds  of 
men  ;  it  lives  only  in  written  documents;  and  per- 
sons who  are  themselves  conscious  of  not  living  up 
to  their  knowledge  of  duty,  attempt  to  justify  them* 
selves  in  their  neglect  by  retaliating  on  the  Church, 
and  by  broadly  asserting  that  her  services  are 
inconsistent  or  delusive.  Thus,  when  the  missionary 
goes  into  the  wilderness,  expecting  to  find  himself 
received  with  open  arms,  and  the  Church  welcomed 
as  their  mother  and  their  guide,  he  finds  a  rapid 
under  current  of  suspicion,  jealousy,  and  division  ; 
a  feeling  that  the  people  are  to  be  placed  under  some 
hateful  undefinable  restraint,  which  they  have  never 
known,  and  would  be  glad  to  shake  off.  Simplicity, 
^unhappily,  is  not  the  characteristic  of  our  North 
-American  mind;  every  man's  wits  are  keen  and  tren- 
chant, and  this  increases  the  difficulties  of  the 
"spiritual  labourer ; — not  to  speak  of  that  awful 
•effect  of  our   interminable   divisions,    the   lurking 
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doubt  that  steals  through  many  a  mind,  that  as  all 
cannot  be  equally  true,  all  may  be  equally  false. 

One  circumstance  has  often  struck  me  in  passing 
through  the  country,  as  a  mournful  evidence  of  its 
spiritual  destitution.  One  finds  separate  and  lonely 
graves  scattered  about  on  farms,  or  by  the  road-side, 
without  any  mark  of  Christian  or  even  common 
sepulture.  The  communion  of  saints  is  not  found 
even  in  our  last  resting-place  ;  nor  is  there  any 
visible  sign  that  "the  spirit  of  a  man  goeth  upward, 
and  the  spirit  of  a  beast  goeth  downward  to  the 
earth."  Men  and  beasts  are  mingled  together  ; 
our  brethren  are  committed  to  the  earth  without 
sign  of  salvation,  without  any  outward  token 
of  Christian   fellowship,  or  a  future  resurrection, 

0  that  God  would  give  our  English  Church- 
men grace,  instead  of  "  biting  and  devouring  one 
another,"  to  fight  against  the  common  foe  of  all  ;  to 
remember  how  vast  a  field  is  open  to  their  exertions, 
and  that  there  is  still  room  to  occupy  it ;  that  he 
would  give  us  grace  to  humble  ourselves  before 
Him,  with  weeping  and  mourning  over  wealth  un- 
seasonably wasted,  and  talents  thrown  away ;  that 
He  may  yet  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  save  us!    But 

1  must  return  to  my  sphere  of  duty.  From  Dalhousie 
we  returned  to  Bathurst,  where  I  preached  once  on 
the  Sunday,  and  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Bacon 
administered  the  Holy  Communion.  Mr.  Bacon 
addressed  the  congregation  in  the  evening. 

The  next  morning  we  left  Bathurst  at  an  early 
hour,  and  reached  Chatham  at  two,  where  I  spent 
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five  liourf  in  endeavouring  to  compose  some  differ- 
enc^^a  between  some  members  of  the  flock.      The 
next  day  we  set  out  for  Baie  des  Vents,  a  remote 
country  settlement  on  the  coast,  where  I  confirmed 
twenty-three  persons,  who  were  very  devout  in  their 
behaviour.     This  is  on  the  whole,  I  think,  one  of 
the  most  church-like  edifices  in  the  country ;  the 
Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia  having  already  mentioned  it 
with  approbation,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say 
more  than  that  though  plain  in  its  exterior,  and  of 
wood,  the  internal  arrangements  are  good,  and  the 
effect  reverent  and  devotional ;  and  this  seemed  to 
me  the  natural  result  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
I  observed  also  that  means  were  taken  to  prevent 
the   entrance  of  dogs,  which   are  most  commonly 
brought  with  their  masters,  and  which  are  a  profane 
and  intolerable  nuisance  in  our  country  churches. 
Having  returned  once  more  to  Chatham,  we  set  out 
for  Richibucto,  thirty-six  miles.    On  my  way  thither 
I  was  met  by  Mr.  Debrisay,  who  kindly  took  me  into 
his  carriage,  and  drove  me  the  remainder  of  the  way. 
A  few  miles  from  this  place  we  were  met  by  his 
Honour  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  the 
High  Sheriff,  the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Wolfe,  the  clergyman, 
and  several  other  gentlemen,  who  escorted  us  into 
Richibucto.    Most  comfortable  apartments  were  pro- 
vided for  us  at  the  truly  English  inn,  without  any 
expense  to   ourselves.     Soon   after   my  arrival,    I 
attended  a  Wednesday  evening  service,  and  preached. 
The  next  day  I  confirmed  nine  young  people,  and 
addressed  them  and  the  whole  congregation  at  some 
length.    An  aged  and  afflicted  female  came  to  thank. 
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me,  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  In  the  eveni"n|f  we  met 
several  .members  of  the  Church  at  the  Speaker's 
house.  The  next  day  we  drove,  before  breakfast,  to 
the  hospitable  abode  of  Messrs.  Chilton  and  Holder- 
ness,  whose  kindness  and  respectful  attention  I  shall 
not  easily  forget.  The  yards  of  the  vessels  at  their 
wharf  were  hung  with  flags,  as  we  rowed  to  the  shore. 
Mr.  Holder ness  accompanied  me  to  Welford,  with 
Mr.  Debrisay,  Mr.  Bacon,  and  Mr.  De  Wolfe.  We 
were  warmly  and  hospitably  received  by  Mr.  Ford, 
one  of  the  principal  residents  ;  and  at  the  little  church 
we  found  an  attentive  congregation,  and  I  confirmed 
thirteen  persons.  They  were  earnest  to  have  a 
resident  clergyman,  being  twenty-three  miles  from 
Richibucto,  and  having  service  only  every  alternate 
Sunday.  They  promised  to  contribute  liberally  to 
his  maintenance,  and  I  undertook  to  bring  their 
case  before  the  Church  Society.  The  next  day, 
Mr.  Bacon  having  returned  to  take  his  duty,  Mr. 
Chilton  kindly  drove  me  part  of  the  way  to  Shediac, 
j^nd  I  was  met  on  my  road  by  Dr.  Jar  vis,  the 
Society's  missionary  at  Shediac.  With  him  I  spent 
the  two  following  days.  On  Sunday  I  confirmed 
thirty-two  at  Shediac  church,  and  eight  at  Cocaigne, 
in  the  afternoon  ;  returning  after  service.  I  was 
gratified  the  next  day  with  the  inspection  of  the 
school  in  connexion  with  the  Madras  Board,  on 
Dr.  Bell's  system.  The  orderly  behaviour  of  the/ 
children,  and  their  knowledge  both  of  Scripture  and 
the  Prayer-Book,  reflected  the  highest  credit  on 
^heir  teachers,  and  was  very  encouraging.  I  scarcely 
gut  a  .question  which  they  could  not  answer.   .  .  .,     * 
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On  Monday  I  proceeded,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Black,  the  Society's  missionary  at  Dorchester  and 
Sack vi lie,  to  his  residence  at  the  latter  place,  and 
having  arranged  the  times  of  confirmation  on  my 
return,  I  went  on  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Townshend,  of 
Amherst,  Nova  Scotia,  to  Westmoreland,  a  very 
important  parish,  of  which  Mr.  Townshend  had  the 
charge,  until  I  made  it  a  separate  mission,  as  the 
Society  has  been  informed.  I  found  a  very  crowded 
congregation  at  the  church  ;  administered  the  rite 
of  confirmation  to  nine  (the  smallness  of  the  number 
being  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  there  being  no 
regular  missionary  in  charge  since  Mr.  Arnold's 
departure),  and  baptized  three  adults. 

A  very  sensible  and  well-written  address  having 
been  presented  to  me,  we  adjourned  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Buckerfield,  an  English  gentleman,  who. 
with  several  others  in  the  parish,  is  very  anxious 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Church.  We  then  proceeded 
to  view  the  glebe  and  glebe  house  lately  erected, 
though  not  yet  complete,  and  had  much  conversation 
with  Mr.  Etter,  a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  Church 
in  that  neighbourhood.  All  seemed  most  anxious  to 
do  their  utmost  towards  the  redemption  of  the  glebe, 
and  towards  securing  the  services  of  a  resident 
pastor.  In  this  parish  are  two  churches,  one  at 
Bay  Yerte,  twelve  miles  distant  from  that  at  West- 
moreland, with  a  considerable  population.  The 
whole  county  of  Botsford  is  contiguous,  being  with- 
out church  or  clergyman,  so  that  the  Church-people 
are  sadly  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace.     A  mis- 
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sionary  here  is  indisperisable,  and  two  would  find 
ample  employment. 

Having  visited  Bay  Verte,  and  arranged  with  the 
people  some  matters  relative  to  the  finishing  of  their 
church,  I  returned  to  Mr.  Black's  at  Sackville.  The 
next  day  I  confirmed  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
fifteen  in  the  afternoon,  at  Dorchester,  addressing 
the  congregation  at  both  places,  and  replying  to  ad- 
dresses presented  to  me.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
a  very  full  and  attentive  congregation,  with  delight- 
ful congregational  singing,  led  by  the  clergyman, 
who  acted  as  organist.  I  dined  and  slept  at  the 
hospitable  mansion  of  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Chandler. 
The  next  day  Dr.  Jarvis  and  the  Rev.  W.  Scovil, 
who  had  come  to  meet  me  from  Norton  (upwards  of 
seventy  miles),  accompanied  me  to  the  Bend  of 
Petitcodiac,  a  place  of  great  resort  for  persons  con- 
nected with  the  timber  trade. 

The  only  place  in  the  village  suitable  for  public 
worship  was  a  chapel,  open  to  Christians  of  all  de- 
nominations, whither  we  went ;  and  I  administered 
confirmation  to  three  persons  of  mature  age,  and 
preached  afterwards.  After  service,  we  talked  over 
the  practicability  of  building  a  church.  A  site  was 
offered,  and  it  was  reported  that,  if  a  clergyman 
could  be  procured,  the  church  would  soon  follow. 
Finally,  the  sum  of  51L  was  subscribed  towards  a 
clergyman's  maintenance.  This  place,  which  is 
likely  to  be  the  centre  of  mercantile  resort,  is  in  Dr. 
Jarvis's  mission,  though  it  is  fifteen  miles  from  hia 
i:esidence.     A  missionary  stationed  here  would  be  of 
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great  use,  and  with  two  assistants,  Dr.  Jarvis  writes 
me  word,  there  would  be  "  work  for  us  all"  in  the 
six  parishes  of  which  his  mission  is  composed. 
Having  left  the  Bend,  and  having  a  Sunday  to 
spare,  I  determined  on  a  missionary  expedition  into 
the  new  county  of  Albert,  in  which  there  never  has 
been  any  clergyman  of  our  Church  resident.  It  is 
a  large  and  flourishing  district,  possessing  large 
tracts  of  what  is  called  intervale  land,  or,  as  we 
should  say  in  England,  low  meadow  land.  These 
tracts,  when  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water,  yield 
almost  inexhaustible  crops. 

We  set  off  on  Saturday  morning,  and  made  our 
way  through  twenty-five  miles  of  chiefly  bad  road 
to  Hillsborough,  where  we  put  up.  Our  inquiries 
were  not  very  encouraging,  for  we  could  meet  with 
no  Church-people;  and  on  asking  where  we  could  hold 
service,  we  were  told  that  there  were  two  meetings, 
and  *'  we  might  suit  ourselves  with  either  of  them." 
Having  arranged  for  a  service  at  Hillsborough  the 
next  day,  we  arrived  about  three  in  the  afternoon 
at  Hopewell,  where  we  found  that  the  person  to 
whom  we  had  been  recommended  was  not  strictly  a 
Churchman,  and  lived  eight  miles  further.  The 
only  person  who  could  give  us  any  information  was 
a  Baptist  preacher,  who  most  obligingly  offered  to 
do  all  he  could,  showed  us  where  we  could  put  up 
our  horses,  and  assisted  me  and  Mr.  Scovil  in  taking 
them  out  of  the  carriage,  remarking  that  our  Lord 
had  said,  "  He  that  is  greatest  among  you,  let  him 
be  your  servant."   These  worthy  people  then  offered 
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US  refreshment,  and  procured  us  horses,  (our  own 
being  too  fatigued  to  go  further,)  for  the  rest  of  the 
journey.  Our  host,  to  whom  we  hnd  been  recom- 
mended, was  out  when  we  arrived,  but  on  his  return 
he  welcomed  us  heartily,  and  sent  out  a  man  on 
horseback  to  announce  my  coming  and  my  errand. 

Next  morning  (^Sunday),  though  the  notice  was 
So  short,  the  whole  country  was  in  motion,  some  on 
horseback,  some  in  waggons,  many  on  foot.  Having 
robed  at  a  cottage  hard  by,  we  proceeded  to  a 
chapel,  where  300  people  had  assembled,  scarcely 
any  of  whom  had  ever  seen  a  bishop,  nor  had  ever 
heard  the  Church  service.  They  behaved  witli 
great  decorum,  and  we  sang  the  Old  Hundredth 
Psalm.  I  preached  from  the  text,  "  Whose  fan  is 
in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor," 
&c.  I  never  had  a  more  attentive  auditory.  A 
few  very  zealous  Churchmen  were  there,  who,  aided 
by  others,  not  Churchmen,  subscribed  50Z.  towards 
a  missionary,  w^ho  would  no  doubt  find  an  opening 
for  his  labours,  and  might  do  extensive  good.  We 
returned  to  our  friend's  house,  who  gave  us  some 
dinner,  fed  our  horses,  and  wished  us  God  speed 
on  our  way. 

In  the  afternoon  we  just  escaped  in  the  rear  of  a 
most  terrific  thunder-storm,  and  I  held  service  again, 
where  I  feel  sure  the  sound  of  our  liturgy  was  heard 
for  the  first  time.  I  preached  from,  "  Behold  he 
cometh  with  clouds,"  &c.  Though  the  evening  was 
wet,  it  was  necessary  that  we  should  get  into  the 
high  road  again  that  night ;  so  we  again  returned 
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twenty-five  miles,  and  having  travelled  forty  in  all, 
were  very  glad  to  retire  to  rest.  ■ 

Tlie  next  day  we  proceeded  on  a  smooth  and  easy 
road  to  Sussex  Vale,  the  residence  of  the  Rev.  H. 
A.  Arnold,  one  of  the  Society's  missionaries.     Mr. 
Arnold  accompanied  us  the  following  morning  to  a 
place  called  English  Settlement,  where  a  church  is 
building,  in  which,  though  unfinished,  I  held  service, 
and  was  pleased  to  find  several  of  my  countrymen 
from  Plymouth,  Taunton,  and  the  west  of  England. 
They  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  prospect  of  a  mission- 
ary among  them,  and  one  of  them  zealously  under- 
took to  be  responsible  for  the  completing  of  the 
little  church,  and  said  the  clergyman  should  never 
want  a  home  whilst  he  lived.     This  worthy  man 
also  expressed  his  intention  of  giving  land  for  glebe. 
Having  been  kindly  welcomed  and  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  these  settlers  in  the  wilderness,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  way  to  Grand  Lake,  the  mission  of 
the  Rev.  A.  "Wood.     Our  road  was  very  bad  and 
very  tedious,  and  we  were  from  half-past  three  till 
near  ten  accomplishing  a  journey  of  twenty-three  or 
twenty-four  miles — the  last  part  of  it  in  the  dark. 
Heartily  glad  were  we,  after  numberless  turnings, 
to  find  ourselves  within  sight  of  the  lake.     This  is 
a  noble  sheet  of  water,  thirty  miles  long,  and  in  one 
place  nine  miles  wide,  in  most  three  or  four.     Mr. 
Wood  attends  to  a  district  about  thirty  miles   iu 
length,  chiefly  on  the  shores  of  the  lake.     The  next 
day  we  visited  Young's  Cove,  where  a  new  church 
is  in  course  of  erection,  and  called  on  some  worthy 
members  of  the  Church,  ,    .  u 
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,  The  day  following  I  cros.sed  the  lake  in  Mr.Wood*s 
boat,  in  company  with  himself  and  Mr.  Scovil,  and 
we  proceeded  thirteen  miles  further  in  Mr.  P2arle's 
waggon  to  Newcastle,  where  Major  Yeoman,  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  Church,  received  us  hospitably. 
The  next  morning  I  held  service  in  an  upper  room 
in  his  house — the  new  church,  which  has  been  chiefly 
built  by  him,  being  unfinished  and  full  of  shavings. 
About  sixty  assembled  for  prayer  and  hearing  the 
Word,  an  opportunity  seldom,  alas  !  granted.  Along 
this  side  of  the  lake  there  are  settlers  for  forty  miles, 
and  some,  though  not  many,  members  of  our  Church : 
there  is  also  a  parsonage,  and  there  are  two  churches, 
but  no  clergyman.  All  I  could  undertake  for  the 
present  was,  that  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Stirling,  two  of 
the  Society's  missionaries,  should  each  visit  once  a 
quarter,  giving  them  a  service  once  in  six  wrecks. 
Alas  !  how  meagre  and  unsatisfactory  a  performance 
of  duty  ;  yet  it  was  all  the  case  admitted  of.  The 
lake  is  often  dangerous  to  cross,  which  renders  the 
difficulty  greater  than  it  otherwise  would  be,  and 
the  roads  are  very  bad. 

.  On  Sunday,  September  6th,  I  held  service  at  Mr. 
Wood's  lower  church  ;  the  congregation  was  larger 
than  the  church  would  hold,  and  I  confirmed  thirty- 
five,  and  addressed  them.  In  the  afternoon  I  crossed 
the  lake,  and  held  service  at  Canning,  on  the  other 
side,  where  I  preached  from  Romans,  7th  chapter, 
the  latter  part.  Having  slept  at  a  comfortable  inn, 
about  two  miles  above  the  church,  I  left  it  for 
Maugerville,  where  I  found  my  family  waiting  to 
accompany  me  to  Frederictan,  and  reached  my  own 
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house,  through  Divine  mercy,  in  good  health,  witliout 
any  accident  or  serious  illness,  having  travelled  9t39 
miles,  and  in  all  since  January  Ist,  1846,  2557  miles, 
^for  which  all  praise  be  to  God. 

Those  who  read  the  for  (going  account  will,  no 
doubt,  be  struc'l^  with  the  small  number  of  young 
persons  confirmed  in  each  place  :  this  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  in  part,  by  the  prevailing  custom,  that 
each  single  parish  should  present  its  own  flock  to 
the  Bishop.  Though  the  social  character  of  the 
ordinance  is  thereby  diminished,  its  devotional  effect 
is  increased.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  a  single 
instance  of  that  levity  which  is  so  common  in  English 
churches,  where  vast  numbers  are  brought  together 
from  the  surrounding  parishes.  With  us,  the  young 
people  come  with  their  parents,  and  sit  with  them, 
the  congregation  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  holy 
rite;  and  when  service  is  ended,  they  return  quietly 
to  their  homes.  This  appears  to  me  to  compensate 
abundantly  for  the  want  of  numbers. 

Still  it  must  be  confessed  that  one  reason  of  the 
small  number  of  young  persons  who  are  corafirmed, 
is  the  prevalence  of  other  bodies  of  Christians,  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  New  Brunswick,  particularly 
of  Roman  Catholics  and  Presbyterians  ;  although, 
wherever  an  active,  useful  clergyman  is  placed,  our 
Church  not  only  holds  her  ground,  but  more  than 
holds  her  ground  ;  and  I  think  we  may  reckon  on  a 
steady  increase  in  such  places. 

But  the  Society  will  judge  of  the  destitution  that 
prevails,  when  I  tell  them,  that  after  filling  up  twelve 
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vacancies,  I  could  find  immediate  and  full  eni'ploy^ 
ment  for  twenty  additional  clergy,  without  dimi- 
nishing the  labours  of  any  one  at  present  in  Holy 
Orders.  Unhappily  I  have  at  present  neither  the 
means  nor  the  men  ;  but  it  will  easily  be  seen,  that 
when  one  clergyman  attempts  to  discharge  the  duty 
of  three,  four,  and  even  six  parishes,  it  must  be  done 
imperfectly  and  unsatisfactorily  ;  schools  cannot  bo 
superintended,  the  sick  and  whole  cannot  be  properly 
visited  ;  and  after  hurrying  from  place  to  place  ou 
the  Lord's  day,  the  result  is  exhaustion  of  mind  and 
body,  without  a  due  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  flock. 
One  of  the  great  difficulties  we  have  to  contend 
with  is  that  of  bringing  home  to  the  mass  of  pro- 
fessed members  of  our  communion  the  duty  of 
exerting  themselves  for  the  increase  of  Missions, 
A  few  give  liberally  to  all  good  objects,  and  these 
few  give  again  and  again  ;  but  there  are  numbers, 
and  these  not  the  least  wealthy,  who  seem  entirely 
blind  to  their  own  responsibility,  and  indifferent  to 
every  thing  but  making  of  money,  and  enjoying  the 
good  things  of  this  life.  Such  is  not  the  case  (I 
am  bound  to  admit)  among  Dissenters  and  Roman 
Catholics  ;  and  from  all  I  can  learn,  they  do  far 
more  towards  the  maintenance  of  their  ministers 
than  we  do;  and  had  they  been  as  supine  as  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England,  many  of  them 
must,  long  before  this,  have  become  extinct.  The 
same  feeling  induces  many  persons  to  put  their  names 
to  a  subscription  list,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  clergy- 
man, which  they  have  either  ixOt  the  means,  or  not 
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the  Inclination  to  act  upon  ;  and  it  is  notorious,  that 
no  subscriptions  are  worse  paid  than  those  which  are 
promised  to  the  clergy.  Some  system  must,  I  think, 
be  devised  by  which  the  clergy  may  be  saved  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  they  labour  from  this  source, 
wherever  they  depend  on  the  voiiintary  contributions 
of  their  parishioners.  Among  instances  of  a  better 
feeling,  I  am  happy  to  notice  Maugerville,  where 
the  people  raised  200/.  towards  the  rebuilding  the 
parsonage -house,  besides  nearly  400/.  raised  in 
Fredericton  on  the  same  occasion;  and  Woodstock, 
where  more  than  200/.  has  been  contributed  this  last 
year  for  various  Church  purposes;  the  effect  of  which 
is,  that  there  are  now  five  services  on  the  Sunday  in 
different  parts  of  the  parish,  the  rector  and  his  curate 
each  travelling  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles. 

To  arrive  at  a  sound  conclusion  respecting  the 
whole  effect  of  our  Church  on  the  province  is  a 
very  difficult  roatter,  but  I  am  in  great  hopes  that 
we  are  advancing  rather  than  going  backward :  still 
I  confess  our  state  morally  and  spiritually  seems  to 
me  to  resemble  the  Church  of  Laodicea  much  more 
than  that  of  Smyrna  or  Philadelphia  ;  "  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  riches  and  the  lusts  of  other  things  enter 
in,  and  choke  the  Word ; "  and  many,  if  they  could 
have  their  heart's  wish,  would  have  a  new  preacher 
every  month,  who  should  send  them  all  away  satisfied 
with  themselves.  It  is  our  place,  however,  to  labour 
to  be  what  we  advise  others  to  be,  to  see  in  their 
faults  only  a  type  of  our  own,  and  to  trust,  that  when 
God  has  brought  us  to  "  confess  our  sins.  He  will  be 
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faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness." 

In  conclusion,  I  must  thank  God  for  the  kind  and 
cordial  reception  I  met  with  in  my  visitation  tour 
from  all  classes  of  persons,  both  within  and  without 
the  Church  ;  and  will  add  my  earnest  prayers,  in 
which  I  trust  every  member  of  the  Society  will  join, 
that  I  and  all  my  fellow-labourers  may  be  found 
more  diligent  and  faithful,  and  may  see  the  fruit  of 
our  toil. 

J.  Fredericton. 

October  29,  1846. 


<&«! 


^gi. 


P.  S.  From  the  foregoing  account,  I  earnestly 
trust  our  brethren  in  England  will  see  the  necessity 
of  supporting  the  venerable  mother  of  all  our  Mis- 
sions, not  merely  by  guinea-subscriptions,  but  by 
giving  according  to  their  abundance.  They  may  be 
assured,  that  every  new  Mission  which  they  enable 
the  Society  to  plant  will  bring  back  a  blessing  on 
themselves.  I  think  it  right  also  to  mention,  that 
we  have  made  arrangements  for  proceeding  with  the 
cathedral  church  without  delay,  and  that  I  hope  for 
continued  support  in  that  great  work. 
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